
INSPECTION - WHAT DOES IT SAY? 

What three things can choke out the Word of God in our lives? Verse14 
What do the thorns keep the Word of God from doing? Verse14 
What did Jesus say about worry in Matthew 6:25? 
What is one remedy for keeping riches from separating you from God? Luke 18:18-23 
What advice did Solomon give in Ecclesiastes 5:10-12 about life? 

OBSERVATION - WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

What safeguards does our war with the devil demand? 1 Peter 5:6-9 
What is the ultimate outcome of those who allow thorns to rule life? Hebrews 6:4-8
What kind of crop does a thorny life produce? List three Biblical examples. 
What are some of the major influences of thorns in people’s lives today? 
How did Jesus handle His personal challenges? Luke 22:39-44 

LIFE APPLICATION - WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR ME? 

Admit your fears to God and ask for wisdom. 
Journal one of your prayers each day. 
Consider being bold in asking God for specific answers to your life challenges. 
Start a thankful list this week and count your many blessings. 
Pray specifically for those who are suffering in Ukraine. 

SOIL SAMPLE: WEEK 4

THE THORNY
LUKE 8:1-15



MEDITATION - WHAT DOES GOD SAY?

Matthew 6:33   Matthew 10:38-39   Colossians 3:17   Exodus 20:3 
Proverbs 3:5-6  Proverbs 3:9-10   Psalm 27:4    Matthew 13:44-46

SUPPLICATION - WHAT CAN WE MEDITATE?

The Vine and the Branches

“I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. He cuts off every branch of me that doesn’t bear 
grapes. And every branch that is grape-bearing he prunes back so it will bear even more. You are 
already pruned back by the message I have spoken.

“Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. In the same way that a branch can’t bear grapes 
by itself but only by being joined to the vine, you can’t bear fruit unless you are joined with me.
“I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and I with you, the relation intimate 
and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing. Anyone who 
separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you make yourselves at 
home with me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened 
to and acted upon. This is how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes, when you mature 
as my disciples.

“I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourselves at home in my love. If you keep 
my commands, you’ll remain intimately at home in my love. That’s what I’ve done—kept my Father’s 
commands and made myself at home in his love.

“I’ve told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and your joy wholly mature. This 
is my command: Love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on 
the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command you. I’m no longer calling 
you servants because servants don’t understand what their master is thinking and planning. No, I’ve 
named you friends because I’ve let you in on everything I’ve heard from the Father.

“You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, and put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that won’t 
spoil. As fruit bearers, whatever you ask the Father in relation to me, he gives you.
“But remember the root command: Love one another.

Jesus’ prayer in John 15:1-17 (The Message)


