
 Tom intentionally arrived late and slipped into the back row. He wasn’t even planning to be there, but when he received 
Tami’s texts reminding him of the occasion, he knew he had no choice. Besides, none of Tami’s family members were 
going to show up. 
Even though it was a large church, Tom didn’t want to run into anyone he knew. After all, this was his church too, except that 
he had stopped attending the services several months earlier—at about the same time Tami started visiting. He was in no 
mood to answer questions from people wondering why they hadn’t seen him around. 
“Baptism is rich in meaning,” the pastor explained. “The people you’ll see getting baptized today are making a public 
declaration that they’ve decided to place their faith in Jesus Christ. This is their moment to make a bold statement, and we 
are here to celebrate and cheer them on.” Yes, Tami was getting baptized, and it was a big deal. 
Tom’s mind began to drift as he gazed across the auditorium to try to pick out his friend from among the scores of people 
fidgeting with anticipation as their big moment drew near. He was abruptly jarred back into focusing on what was 
happening in the service when he heard the pastor welcome Tami up front to the microphone to share her faith story. Tom 
had no clue this was coming. 
The crowd hushed as Tami spoke with confidence and clarity. She was transparent about how, until recently, her life lacked 
meaning as she made poor choice after poor choice, rejecting the God who loved her unconditionally and who invited her 
to live the fulfilled life that he had intended for her. Then she shared the part in her journey when she opened up the Bible 
for the first time and began to explore some life-changing spiritual matters she’d never considered before. 
Tami admitted having many doubts and fears, but she explained that something struck her. “I came to the realization that 
Jesus was real, his claims were true, and he was my only way to forgiveness and fulfillment. In fact, I concluded that if Jesus 
wasn’t the way to God, then his life was unnecessary, and his death was in vain. But instead, I became convinced that God 
sent his son into the world to die on my behalf, because he 
was the only one qualified to pay for my sins.” 
Tom was hanging on every word, and it felt as though God was tugging on his heart. “I definitely don’t have all the 
answers,” Tami concluded, “and I’m unsure of a lot of things. There’s so much to this I don’t understand. But there’s one thing 
I do know. There’s one thing I have no doubt about. I was lost but now I’m found. I was blind but now I see.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What do you think is the meaning and motive behind the bumper stickers that invite people of all religions to “COEXIST”? 

2. One popular perception is that Christians are intolerant. Can you think of examples where this is true? 

3. What do you think it means to show tolerance toward people of differing beliefs? Does being tolerant require us to 
compromise our own beliefs? Can we be tolerant of another person’s beliefs even though we disagree with those beliefs? 
Explain. 

4. Respond to the claim that “everyone is equally right, and it’s fundamentally wrong to disagree with or challenge another 
person’s beliefs.” 
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5. What would you say to someone who says that all religions are basically the same? 

6. When Christians insist that Christianity is “true” and that Jesus is “the only way,” does this mean that other religions and 
philosophies have no truth at all? 

7. When Jesus was brought to trial and said that “everyone on the side of truth listens to me,” the Roman governor 
named Pilate retorted, “What is truth?” (John 18:37-38). How would you answer Pilate’s question? Is anything true for 
everybody? What examples can you think of? Can some things be true for one person but not for another person? What 
examples can you think of? IF Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), would this be an example of a truth 
for some but not others, OR a truth for everybody? Explain. 

If we compiled a list of what all the world’s great religious leaders taught about how to find God, live a good life, and 
reach a “heavenly state,” a striking commonality comes into view. Each religious leader pointed to a path, a method, or 
a strategy—except Jesus, who pointed to himself (John 14:6). 

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either 
be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the devil of Hell. You must 
make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up 
for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not 
come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.” - C.S. Lewis 
 
“TRUTH IS SO OBSCURE IN THESE TIMES, AND FALSEHOOD SO ESTABLISHED, THAT, UNLESS WE LOVE THE TRUTH, 
WE CANNOT KNOW IT.”   - BLAISE PASCAL 

IF ANYONE IS IN CHRIST, THE NEW CREATION HAS COME: THE OLD HAS GONE, THE NEW IS HERE!” 
– 2 Corinthians 5:17 

8. How would you respond to someone who says that the Christian idea that Jesus is “the only way” to God is arrogant, 
narrow-minded, and bigoted? Is it “narrowminded” to try to convince someone of something that is true? Share some 
examples of when it is narrow-minded. Share some examples of when it is not narrow-minded. 

9. According to your understanding, what considerations help to show that Jesus is unique and the only one worthy or 
qualified to save us from our sin? 

10. What practical steps could be taken to help you understand and apply the claims of Christ in your own life? What 
practical steps could you take to help others understand and seriously consider the claims of Christ? 

May God lead you to encounter the claims of Christ with an open heart and an open mind. May the Spirit of God increase 
your conviction regarding Christ and grant you greater compassion for those who need the fullness of life that he provides. 
This week, take some specific action that symbolizes your commitment to open the door to Christ like never before or share 
him with someone else like never before. What more can God do with you? Who needs God’s fullness that you can share? 
This discussion guide was written by Garry Poole with additional contributions by Dr. Richard Knopp. 

Visit RoomForDoubt.com for more resources on this topic. 
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