
“FEW PEOPLE SEEM TO REALIZE THAT THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS IS THE CORNERSTONE TO A WORLDVIEW 
THAT PROVIDES THE PERSPECTIVE TO ALL OF LIFE.” JOSH MCDOWELL 
 
Tom knew he would find Tami again. Sure enough, there she was one day, sitting in the same booth in the restaurant where 
they talked the first time, reading the same Bible. 
“I figured if I came in here often enough I’d run into you again!” Little did she know Tom stopped by just about every day 
hoping he’d “run into her again” so he could pick up the conversation right where they left off! “So, can you chat?” 
“Sure!” she replied. “But only for a few minutes, because I have to head out for an appointment.” 
“No worries,” Tom said, as he proceeded to blurt out the question lingering in his
mind since they had first met. “So what convinced you to become a Christian? I mean, what was the turning point for you?” 
It was a question more significant to him than Tami realized. 
“Alright, Tom, I’ll give you my 5-minute version,” Tami said as she began packing up her things. She explained that she never 
had an issue with whether or not Jesus said what was recorded in the Gospels—that was a given. For her it all came down 
to one issue: Is Jesus really who he claimed to be? That question put her on a quest that ultimately changed everything. 
After reading several books on the matter, she concluded there really are only a few options: (1) Jesus deliberately lied 
about who he was; (2) Jesus was delusional and didn’t know what he was saying; (3) Jesus was a mere legend who was 
fabricated by his followers; or (4) Jesus really was, and is, what scripture affirms—God in the flesh, a miracle worker, and 
the only one who can offer a remedy for human sin. 
At this point, Tami was standing up and ready to go. “Tom,” she quietly confided,
“I’m someone who has no doubt about needing God’s forgiveness. There’s no getting around that. But when it struck me that 
Jesus Christ was willing and able to cover my sin-debt once and for all, I didn’t hesitate to take him up on his offer. So now, 
you’re looking at someone who, spiritually speaking, is totally and completely debt-free!” 
Tom was speechless. He was taken aback by her confidence and certainty. It took him off guard because, spiritually 
speaking, he had neither. Tom reached over and snatched the bill out of her hand. Tami smiled. “Well, thanks for taking 
care of that debt, too. I owe you!” And with that, she was gone. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. When you think of Jesus Christ, what’s the first word that comes to mind? Why? 

2. How confident are you that Jesus actually claimed to be God? [Maybe use a 1-5 scale.] What’s the basis of your answer? 

3. Read Matthew 16:13-17 and John 5:18-24. Given these references from the Bible (and other similar passages such as 
Mark 2:5-11, John 8:54-59, and John 10:30- 33), does it appear to you that Jesus is claiming that he is divine—that he is 
God? Why do you suppose that some people are not convinced that Jesus ever claimed to be God? 

4. It is one thing to believe that Jesus claimed to be God and quite another to believe he was right. Of the following 
considerations, which ones do you think offer the best evidence that Jesus was, and is, God? Why? 
• Messianic prophecies fulfilled in Jesus • Jesus’ sinless life  • Jesus’ miracles • Jesus’ resurrection 

WEEK 4 - May 12, 2021

ROOM FOR DOUBT
WHY DO CHRISTIANS SAY

THAT JESUS IS GOD’S SON?

BACKGROUND STORY

SESSION 4: WHY DO CHRISTIANS SAY THAT JESUS IS GOD’S SON?



5. Look again at the list of considerations that support Jesus’ claim of divinity. Which reasons are the most difficult for 
people to accept? How could these be addressed? 

6. Jesus’ resurrection is often pointed to as THE most crucial piece of evidence that Jesus was everything he claimed to 
be. Do you tend to agree with this? Why or why not? (See Matthew 12:39-40 and 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 as you think 
through your answer.) 

7. As far as you understand (or can recall from the Room For Doubt sermon on this topic), what evidence is there that Jesus 
really rose from the dead? 

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and 
then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most 
of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of 
all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.”   1 Corinthians 15:3-8. 

“I CONCLUDED THAT IT WOULD TAKE MORE FAITH FOR ME TO MAINTAIN MY ATHEISM THAN IT WOULD TO 
BECOME A CHRISTIAN!” 
– Former Atheist, Lee Strobel after spending nearly two years investigating the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. 

8. Below are some of the evidences that support Jesus’ resurrection. Which one most convinces you that he did indeed 
rise from the dead? Are these evidences more convincing when we consider all of them together rather than considering 
each of them separately? Explain. 

• Jesus’ tomb was empty. He was buried in a known tomb that was discovered empty, first by a group of female followers 
and then by two of his closest male disciples. 

• Eyewitnesses saw the resurrected Jesus. The risen Jesus was personally seen by all of his closest followers and over 500 
in total, including skeptics like Saul (later Paul) and his half-brother, James. (Note 1 Corinthians 15:3-9; 1 John 1:1-4; and 
2 Peter 1:16-18.) 

• The accounts of Jesus’ resurrection were early. The public preaching of Jesus’ resurrection began in the same city in which 
Jesus was crucified (Jerusalem) just 50 days after that crucifixion (Acts 2:32). Also, written accounts of Jesus’ resurrection 
were relatively early. The earliest letters of Paul that proclaim the resurrection (e.g. Galatians, 1 Thessalonians, and 1 
Corinthians) were written just 20-25 years after Jesus. The Gospels we know as Mark, Matthew, and Luke were written 30-
50 years later, and John about 60 years later. Why does this timeframe go against the claim that Jesus’ resurrection was 
a mere legend that had developed? (Note 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Galatians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 4:13-14.) (We 
should also keep in mind that first-century Palestine was more of an oral culture where teaching and news were reliably 
communicated by mouth. They didn’t have printing presses, email, or text messaging.) 

• The disciples of Jesus earnestly believed in the resurrection of Jesus so strongly that they were willing to die for this 
belief. (This belief is especially notable because faithful Jews at the time of Jesus did not expect that the Messiah would 
be killed and rise again. Furthermore, the Jews did not expect any resurrection from the dead until the end of the world.) 

9. Of course, if there is no God, then Jesus cannot be the Son of God and could not have been raised from the dead by 
God (Acts 2:24, 32). 

(a) Discuss the following statement: “It would actually take more faith to be an atheist than to become a follower of Christ.” 

(b) Do you think that the resurrection of Jesus and the evidence for that resurrection also give support to the very existence 
of God? 



10. If Jesus really is who he claimed to be, what significance does that have for you personally? How might his claims, if 
true, impact your life? Elaborate. 

11. If Jesus really is the Son of God, how important is it that we share this truth with the people in our lives? What most 
motivates you to tell others about him? 

12. Are Christians being unloving to others if they try to get them to accept the truth-claims and resurrection of Jesus? Are 
Christians being unloving to others if they DON’T try to get others to accept the truth-claims and resurrection of Jesus? 

“IF JESUS CHRIST BE GOD AND DIED FOR ME, THEN NO SACRIFICE CAN BE TOO GREAT FOR ME TO MAKE FOR 
HIM.”  – C.T. Studd 

Pray that the reality and the identity of Jesus will become increasingly confirmed for you and more frequently affirmed to 
others by you. Read John 20:30-31 each day this week. What comes to mind each day? In what ways does this passage 
bless you or challenge you? 

FINAL THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS


