
“A BIBLE THAT’S FALLING APART USUALLY BELONGS TO SOMEONE WHO ISN’T.” 
CHARLES H. SPURGEON 
Tom’s move to the university away from home forced him to take seriously some questions, and doubts, about his Christian 
faith. But for several weeks, Tom pushed his spiritual doubts aside and tried to suppress the questions in his mind. It was 
becoming difficult for him to face the possibility that he was turning away from God, and he needed some space. After all, 
he knew that he might be walking away from something he had believed his whole life. 
But then something caught his attention. One morning as he was leaving a restaurant near campus, he noticed a girl, about 
his age, reading a Bible. As Tom walked down the street, he couldn’t get that image out of his head. It seemed to Tom that 
the credibility of Christianity rests entirely on the validity of that one book. Before he knew it, he was walking back to the 
restaurant. 
He barely introduced himself before plopping down in the booth across from Tami. “Look,” he explained, “I have to ask you 
about that Bible you’re reading.” Tami was slightly taken aback, but she invited him to join her in her booth. 
Tom went straight to the point. He leaned forward as he raised issue after issue about the Bible. “There’s so much riding on 
the reliability of that book,” Tom warned. He questioned her wisdom in putting so much stock in one source of information. 
“Besides,” he continued, “what about all the people who don’t have any access to a Bible? They don’t have a chance. 
Isn’t there a better way to get God’s message out than to rely on some outdated book that might be full of myths?” (He 
remembered a professor making that claim the week before.) Tom was on a roll. Tami was listening intently. He objected 
to how confusing the Bible is and how most Christians seem to pick and choose the parts of the Bible they want to believe 
and ignore the rest. He was so energized as he was expressing his doubts, he was beside himself! Finally, he blurted out, “I 
mean, what if the Bible is just a bunch of bunk, leading a whole bunch of people astray—including you, Tami?” 
When Tom finally stopped talking, Tami only smiled. She had not grown up in a Christian home and had not attended 
church until recently. But when a friend gave her a Bible as a gift, she took up the challenge to read it. That decision led 
her on an amazing journey that eventually convinced her that the Bible is not only worth reading; it is worth believing. 
“Tom,” she explained, “there came a moment in my life when I had to decide what I was going to do with all the so-called 
‘outlandish claims’ of the Bible. I became convinced that this is no ordinary book. It’s God’s Word to the world. It contains 
a supernatural message from a supernatural God. When we have time, I want to tell you my story!” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Growing up, what did you hear and believe about the credibility or reliability of the Bible? 

2. How has your view of the Bible changed over the years? Explain. 

3. What specific doubts, if any, do you have about the Bible? What objections about the Bible have you heard from others? 

4. Is there any evidence to indicate that the New Testament was written by eyewitnesses or at least based on eyewitness 
accounts? (While other considerations are important, here are some relevant Bible passages: Luke 1:1-4; 1 Corinthians 
15:1- 9; 1 John 1:1-4; 2 Peter 1:16-21; John 20:30-31.) 
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5. Many Bible scholars believe that most of the New Testament books were written within 50 years of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and some of them within 20 years. Given this timeframe, do you think it’s possible to have a reliable
record of the life of Jesus? Why or why not? 

6. To what extent do the claims of miracles recorded in the Bible help or hinder your trust in the Bible? What do you think 
about the objection that we can no longer believe in miracle claims in our modern scientific world because we know that 
the world operates according to the laws of nature? 

Compared to other sacred texts, the Bible is unique in its portrayal of the human reaction to miracles. People are described 
as “terrified” or “surprised,” or they “ disbelieve” until they verify the event for themselves. These reactions, missing from 
other religious texts where miracles are described, support the truth of the Bible’s claims. Ironically, their initial doubt 
eventually made their testimony more credible. 

God didn’t speak into a dictaphone or some kind of recording device to produce the Bible. Instead, he guided people 
with different personalities and experiences to give shape to his words. John explained, “What we have seen and heard 
we proclaim to you” (1 John 1:3). Peter described how the Old Testament books were written by “ holy men of God [who] 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). And Paul summed up the process in 2 Timothy 3:16: “All 
Scripture is inspired by God.” 

“THAT WHICH WAS FROM THE BEGINNING, WHICH WE HAVE HEARD, WHICH WE HAVE SEEN WITH OUR EYES, 
WHICH WE HAVE LOOKED AT AND OUR HANDS HAVE TOUCHED—THIS WE PROCLAIM CONCERNING THE WORD 
OF LIFE.” 1 JOHN 1:1 

“ALL THAT I AM I OWE TO JESUS CHRIST, REVEALED TO ME IN HIS DIVINE BOOK.”
– David Livingstone 

7. What are your thoughts on this statement? “If a supernatural God does exist, then the miracles and supernatural events 
recorded in the Bible could easily have been orchestrated by God.” 

8. According to historian Gary Habermas, there are at least 39 ancient sources outside of the Bible that collaborate over 
100 facts about Jesus’ life, teachings, death, and resurrection. If this is true, how would this impact your confidence in the 
Bible?
 
9. Do you have any examples of something in the Bible that appeared (or that appears) to be historically inaccurate or 
a contradiction? How have you dealt with it? Is the example about something really significant or about some matter of 
smaller detail? Does it make any difference to you? Should it make any difference? Explain. 

10. To what extent have you actually read the Bible? Would you be willing to read a portion of the Bible this week? If 
so, where will you start? 

11. Share an example of when you sensed God speaking to you from a passage in the Bible. What message did you 
hear? What difference did it make in your life? 

 

Pray that this discussion will lead you to be more open to what the Bible says and more convinced of its truth and its 
application to your own life. Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 each day this coming week. Specifically consider how the Bible is 
being used to teach, to rebuke, to correct, and to train you in righteousness. Make a list as the week goes on. 

FINAL THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS


