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Followers of Jesus follow His renegade teachings and actions. 

Perhaps this is nowhere more renegade – and more difficult – than in forgiveness. 

Jesus’ renegade behavior begins with His renegade teaching. 

Matthew 6:14-15 
“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 

Jesus puts His teaching into action: 

• Jesus forgives those the world wants to judge. 

John 8:7-11 
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is 
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At 
this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, 
with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus 
declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

• Jesus forgives those who treated Him unjustly. 

Luke 23:32-34 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the 
place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on 
his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided 
up his clothes by casting lots. 

• Jesus forgives those who hurt Him the worst. 

John 21:15-17 
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know 
all things; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” 

Be a renegade – be forgiving. 


