August 11, 2024
“Matthew 7:13-20”

We are rapidly coming to the conclusion of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.

We have experienced comfort and challenge.

Today’s section is a mixture of both.

Matthew 7:13-20
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many
enter through it. But smallis the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By
their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise,
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree
cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by
their fruit you will recognize them.”

Jesus says that Kingdom life is not the easy choice.

Luke 9:23-25

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily
and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?”

¢ Pick the right gate.

¢ Be careful who you listen to.

Ephesians 4:3-6

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just
as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.

¢ Bear good fruit.

Jesus says that Kingdom life IS the easy choice.

Matthew 11:28-30

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burdenis light.”

This week, | will




