
September 17, 2023 
“Love God” 
Rick Raines 

rraines@fairmountcc.org 

Our new vision: Real Hope for Real People. 

This vision leads to the fulfillment of our mission: Love God, Love People, Make Disciples. 

Matthew 22:36-40 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” 

Today, we focus on the interconnection between loving God and having hope. 

Psalm 42 
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
   When can I go and meet with God? 
My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 
These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go to the house of God under the protection of the 
Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng. 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
   Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 
My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember you from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Hermon—
from Mount Mizar. 
Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me. 
By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. 
I say to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten me? 
   Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the enemy?” 
My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
   Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

When we love God authentically, hope arises in us … and inspires others. 

When we have hope, we love God even more deeply … and inspires others. 

Psalm 71:14 

As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more. 

Let us love Him more and more. 


