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The “Parable of the Talents” is one of Jesus’ most familiar. 

In it, we see the entirety of human existence in one small story: God blesses, 

we respond, He rewards. 

Matthew 25:14-21 
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrust-
ed his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and 
to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The 
man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work 
and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two 
more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground 

and hid his master’s money. 

“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ 

he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your mas-

ter’s happiness!’” 

God blesses. 

We respond in one of two ways. 

1.  We can steward. 

1 Corinthians 16:2 
On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 

to be made. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 

Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Colossians 4:5 

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every oppor-

tunity. 

2.  We can squander. 

How has God blessed you? What is your response? 


