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What images come to your mind when you think of heaven? 

For many, heaven is a mysterious topic. But it doesn’t need to be. 

One powerful image of heaven is that of the gate. 

Revelation 21:10-14; 21 
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed 
me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with 
the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jas-
per, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve 
angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south 
and three on the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them 
were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great 
street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. 

The presence of a gate speaks to a city or a house. 

Psalm 23:6 
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the LORD forever. 

Heaven is an actual place – it is home. 

Two realities to keep in mind: 

John 14:6-7 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 

John 10:7-9 
Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All 
who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 
to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in 
and go out, and find pasture.” 

1. Everyone will not gain entrance. 
2. But anyone can gain entrance. 

Two reminders to take with you: 
1. Be encouraged by the reality of heaven. 
2. Be challenged to invite others. 


