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Christians are aliens and strangers in this world. 

I Peter 3:9-18 

“Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this 

you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, ‘Whoever would love life 

and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful 

speech. He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 

prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’ Who is going to harm 

you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, 

you are blessed. ‘Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.’ But in your 

hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gen-

tleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak mali-

ciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is 

better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died 

for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.” 

We are not in this world...we are persecuted. 

Suffering is NOT the opposite of blessing. 

Peter’s challenge to us when dealing with persecution is to: 

I. Maintain the highest standards of Christian living. 

II. Exchange the fear of man for the fear of God. 

III. Seize the opportunity for a positive witness. 

“Churches today that experience little persecution need Peter’s instruc-

tion; in a future nearer than they suppose they may find themselves suffer-

ing with the rest of Christ’s afflicted church in the world.” 

-Edmund Clowney 


