
We continue our focus on Jesus’ prayer in John 17. 

Today – we are reminded to pray earnestly for God’s protection. 

John 17:6-19 
     “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave 
me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 
they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but 
for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have 
is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one 
as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that 
name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
     “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your 
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am 
of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”  

Notice what Jesus does not pray for protection from. 

Take note of what Jesus does pray for protection from – the evil one. 

Committed followers of Jesus are most tempted to: 

• Relax 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8) 

• Rationalize 
Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
(Psalm 139:23-24) 

• Return 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68) 

We earnestly pray for the protection that God readily offers. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is 
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.  
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