
People react differently when they encounter Jesus. 

Mark 15:1-15 
“Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of 
the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, 
led him away and handed him over to Pilate. ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ 
asked Pilate. ‘Yes, it is as you say,’ Jesus replied. 

The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, 
‘Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you 
of.’ But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 

Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people 
requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists 
who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and asked 
Pilate to do for them what he usually did. ‘Do you want me to release to you 
the king of the Jews?’ asked Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the chief 
priests had handed Jesus over to him. 

But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas 
instead. ‘What shall I do then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?’ 
Pilate asked them. ‘Crucify him!’ they shouted. ‘Why? What crime has he 
committed?’ asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’ 
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.” 

The idea of Jesus as King evokes different reactions from people: 

I. This idea threatened the religious leaders. 
“The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began 
looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole 
crowd was amazed at his teaching.” (Mark 11:18) 

II. This idea disappointed the crowd. 
“Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by 
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.” (John 6:15) 

III. This idea intrigued Pilate. 
“He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was 
led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7) 

One day, all will react to Jesus as King in the same manner… 
on bended knee. 
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