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End of Fiscal Year25

By: Chris Santasiere

Fairmount operates on a fiscal year
calendar of September 1 — August

31. Fiscal year 2025 ended on
August 31 and | am pleased to report
that we finished
the year $17,954
to the positive,
giving over
expenses.

This is an
outstanding
outcome as we
navigated some
very choppy
financial waters
in the past year.
You may recall
that we began to
seriously alter our plans at the
beginning of February as we realized
that giving was falling substantially
behind our budget. Over the last 7
months of the fiscal year, we reduced
expenses in a variety of ways:

- We did not hire new staff positions
previously budgeted.

- We reduced IMPACT funding.

- We eliminated ministerial benefits
such as mileage and professional
fees.

Drop off in

offering boxes,
or scan QR
code to give
online.

Mountain Mission School Gifts
¥t Due: Sunday, December 7th

Check with your class
or group leader for

- We instituted an across the board
15% reduction for all ministries.

At the same time, we re-negotiated
several vendor contracts which saved
us tens of thousands of dollars.

Most importantly,
as we
communicated our
financial situation
with the
congregation, you
responded. Your
giving increased
throughout the
year and with
your generous
response to a
final appeal on
the last Sunday of
August, we turned
what had been projected to be a
significant shortfall into a surplus for
the year.

The approved budget for Fiscal year
2026 includes the cost-saving
measures put into place since last
February. Our budget is in line with
giving trends over the past 2 years.
We are thankful for God’s blessings,
your generosity and the opportunities
for Fairmount to be a bright light in
our community.

info

Fairmount offering free
registration for ICOM
Online Nov. 20-22.

id you know that
Fairmount has registered
as a group for ICOM
20252 This means you
and your family can attend ICOM,
SICOM and ICOM Kids for FREE!
Our church believes in the mission of
ICOM and the goal of world
evangelism so every ear hears the
Gospel of God. Register for ICOM
by going to www.theicom.org/events
and entering this discount code into
the promo code box: atl20250nline.
We hope you will take advantage
of attending this world-changing
conference and see how you can use
your skills for the kingdom of God!

Attend ICOM for
FREE!

How to register for ICOM online...

1. Visit fecsignups.info /icom

2. Click “Register Now”

Add “online registration” to
your cart.

On the fee page & checkout
page there is a promo code
box, enter: atl20250nline.

Assign ticket to you or the
person you dre registering.

Click “complete” and you're
done! You will get a
confirmation email.




Concertof

Remembrance

Sunday, November 23rd

The Concert of Remembrance is a
comforting, uplifting, and
encouraging service to help those
who have lost loved ones cope
during the holiday season. The
service includes songs of faith and
comfort presented by some of
FCC’s wonderful voices, a pictorial
tribute to those who have passed
away, and an optional fellowship
time where you can view the
pictorial tribute up close while
enjoying refreshments. To
participate in the tribute, email
photos of your loved one to
info@fairmountcc.org or bring a
photo to the church office to be
scanned and returned to you by
November 16th. If you have
submitted photos in the past, call or
email the church office to let them
know you would like for your loved
one to be included again. If you
know of a neighbor, friend, or
relative that has lost someone,
please encourage them to join you
for this special event.

Griefé Share

Survivin

Sunday, Nov.16™
2pm-4pm | Music Suite

The holidays often come
wrapped in lights, music, and
celebration—>but if you're
grieving the death of a loved
one, this season can feel
overwhelming, isolating, and
painfully different. In fact, it
may feel impossible to face
this season, or maybe you'’re
wishing you could just
hibernate until January.

Either way, if you're
navigating this season with a
heavy heart, it’s so important
to know that you’re not
alone. Grief has a way of

To Our Readers...

magnifying everything—
especially during times that
once held deep meaning
and tradition. But even in the
middle of your loss, peace is
possible. It won’t look like it
did before, but it can still be
real.

Join us Sunday, November
16th from 2pm-4pm in the
Music Suite for
encouragement, support,
and the comfort in knowing
you are not alone.

This edition of The Forecaster will cover events and information
from the middle of November through the end of December.
For more detailed, week-to-week updates please refer to the
Sunday Bulletin, church-wide emails, and our social media
outlets. Printed copies are available at the Welcome Centers

and church office.




Sunday, November 30th

Unity Service | First Advent
Sunday

The First Advent Sunday officially
begins the celebration of Christ’s
birth here at Fairmount. Advent
comes from the Latin word
meaning, “a coming”. The Advent
wreath and candles are used by
many Christians to observe a
period of prayer and fasting
beginning four Sundays before
Christmas as a way to remind us of
the coming of Christ. The symbolism
of the candles vary among church
traditions, but the purpose is
always the same; to prepare our
hearts and minds for the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

We will celebrate the First Advent
Sunday in our Unity Worship
Service at 10am in the Worship
Center. What better way to kick
off the Christmas season than
coming together as one family to
worship.

FCYM Youth Movie Night - 6pm
Family Life Center.

Thursday, December 4th

I¥’'s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 7pm in
the Worship Center. The free
event is a gift fo the community for
all ages. See p. 6 for more info.
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Friday, December 5th

I¥’'s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 7pm in
the Worship Center.
Saturday, December 6th

I’s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 2pm in
the Worship Center.

Sunday, December 7th
Second Advent Sunday

I¥’s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 2pm in
the Worship Center.

Hanging of the Greens - 6pm,
Sanctuary. Hanging of the Greens

is when the Fairmount Family comes

together to inaugurate the
Christmas season at the church. The
building will be decorated for
Christmas and the children will
decorate the Christmas tree in the
Sanctuary. Music will be provided
by groups of all ages.

Thursday, December
11th
I¥’'s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 7pm in
the Worship Center.

Friday, December 12th

I¥’'s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful-Life begins at 7pm in
the Worship Center.

Saturday, December 13th

It’s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 2pm in
the Worship Center.

Sunday, December 14th
Third Advent Sunday

Follow the Star (Preschool age) -
@:30am-12pm. Preschoolers will
“Follow the Star” to Bethlehem to
see the baby King just as the
shepherds did! With crafts, snacks
and lots of Christmas celebration,
your preschooler will love this fun
morning learning about the real
meaning of Christmas.

Journey to Jesus (Elementary
age) - 9:30am-12pm. Elementary
kids will go back in time to learn
the true meaning of Christmas as
they journey to the manger and
learn about the birth of Christ.

I’s A Wonderful Life performance

Our Christmas production of It's A
Wonderful Life begins at 2pm in
the Worship Center.

FCYM High School Tacky Light
Tour - 6pm.

FCYM Middle School llluminate
Light Show Trip - 5pm to 8pm.



Please Note...

Throughout the Christmas season many Bible Studies, Classes and groups will

have events and celebrations that are not listed here. Check with your group

leader about any events planned or check the bulletin, and social media for

any updates.

Wednesday, December
17th

Preschool Praise & Paint -
6:30pm

Preschool Praise and Paint is a
festive evening of fun for
Preschoolers and their parents to
sing Christmas songs, work on a
Christmas craft, and celebrate the
Jesus for His birthday!

Elementary Tacky Light Tour &
Caroling - 6:30 to 8pm. Our
elementary kids will head out and
see some of the great light
displays in Mechanicsville and
bring some Christmas cheer to
some of our seniors through
caroling.

Sunday, December 21 st
Fourth Advent Sunday

Gingerbread House Decorating -
12pm in the Family Life Center
Gym. The Children’s Ministry is
hosting this annual family-event
which will feature awards in
several categories in gingerbread
house construction, decorating and
creativity.

A Quiet Winter’s Night - 6pm in -
the Worship Center. .

Wednesday, December
24th

Christmas Eve Services - 3pm in
the Sanctuary & 5pm in the
Worship Center.

-

Our Christmas Eve services will be
held to remember the birth of
Jesus Christ and what it means to
all of us, and the world. This is a
time for the Fairmount Family to
meet together to celebrate
Christmas just before we all go

with our own families to celebrate.

Church Office Closed
Church offices will be closed

Thursday, December

25th
Christmas Day

Church offices will be closed.

Friday, December 26th
Church Office Closed

Church offices will be closed.

Wednesday, December

31st
Church Office Closes at Noon

Church offices will be close at
noon.
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f Poinsettias given in memory or in
g = honor of a loved one are available for
$15.00 each. The opportunity to
order will begin November 16th and
must be submitted by Sunday,
December 7th. The poinsettias will
be used during the December 21st
worship services and should be taken
home at the end of your service that
day. -

.Order your,

INsettia
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By: Bob Weirup

t's about faith... that’s a main
theme for this show, and it'’s
been the main theme while
bringing this show to the Fair-
mount stage. Way back when
(almost a year ago), we decided
to try to stage It's A Wonderful
Life, even though we knew we
needed an influx of new talent.
We didn’t know if we had anyone
to play George Bailey, Mary
Hatch, and a host of other roles
that we needed to fill. We made a
plea to the congregation for new
people to come out and partici-
pate, and I'm pleased to say that
we got more new folks than we
expected. But, not only are they
new, but they’re really good too!

Many of you know the story from
hero,

the classic movie. Our
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George Bailey, is plugging along
through life, when something cata-
strophic happens and shakes his
faith severely. Does he recover?
Come and see. This stage musical
follows the classic movie closely, so
if you love that story, you'll love
this show. A pleasant surprise will
be some lovely songs that have
been added to the tale. Our cast
and crew have been working for
months, and it shows. They are al-
most ready, and we’re still over a
month away from opening night. |
believe it's going to be one of the
best shows that we’ve ever done.

We hope you'll plan to attend,
and invite your family, friends, and
neighbors. As always, the shows
are free - no ticket is required.

LIFE
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Show Dates and times are:
Thursday, December 4 @ 7pm
Friday, December 5 @ 7pm
Saturday, December 6 @ 2pm
Sunday, December 7 @ 2pm
Thursday, December 11 @ 7pm
Friday, December 12 @ 7pm
Saturday, December 13 @ 2pm
Sunday, December 14 @ 2pm

Doors open 1 hour before show
time.




Christmas Giving
Campaign Begins
in December

As we continue to look for ways to
invest in kingdom work at Fairmount
and to reach those who might find
their hope in Jesus, the only source of
real hope. During this time of
Christmas celebrations, we worship
by giving our time, talent, and
treasure.

Our Christmas Giving Campaign will
kick off in December. The campaign
will allow us to reduce our current
mortgage loan balance on the
Worship Center as well as tithe a
portion to our Impact Ministry
pariners.

You can always give to Onward by
using the green Onward envelopes in
the church seatbacks and beginning
December 1st using your Christmas
envelopes. Be sure to memo your
check “Onward Christmas.” (see
below about Onward). You may also
give through our website,
fairmountchristian.org. If you choose
to give through stock transfer or other
investments, please call Veronica
Brewster in the church office at 804-
559-8070.

We look forward to reaching more
people for Christ as we continue to
offer Real Hope for Real People.

What is Onward?

Onward is a giving campaign started
to help expand the ministry here at
Fairmount through the finance and
construction of our Worship Center
which opened in December, 2016.
Today Onward works to pay down
the mortgage debt and through the
generous and sacrificial giving here
at Fairmount we are working towards
the goal of retiring this debt in 2026.
To do that, we need your help. As
mentioned above, we have our
annual Christmas giving campaign to
put a big dent in that mortgage debt
but it will take giving outside the
Christmas season to meet our 2026
goal. Each of us must devote time in
prayer about how we will give to the
church not just here at Christmas, but
throughout the year.

‘Tis the Season to Teach your Children

Note: this article, written by Bob
Weirup, was first published in the
Forecaster on December 10, 2003.

your children

know what
0 stewardship

means? The word

stewardship is derived from the 11th
century world stigweard - stig
referring to a house or part of a
house and “weard” (later ward)
meaning “caretaker” or “keeper”. So
the word stewardship literally
translates to “keeper of the house or
home”. Christian stewardship pertains
to how we manage anything of value
- including money, time, relationships,
knowledge, talents, and spiritual
gifts.®

For our children (and adults too), this
is an especially easy concept to lose
grasp of at this time of year. Many of
our kids will receive numerous gifts of
new “stuff” this season, and they are
now eagerly anticipating what they
will get for Christmas. Maybe now is a
good time to review with your children
about being cheerful givers. Timothy
Faber, a pastor in Indiana, has
compiled this list of guidelines for
talking about giving with your kids:

7 Ways to Teach your Children to
Give Cheerfully

1. Model a thankful heart. Express
aloud your thankfulness for God’s
provision of your family’s daily
needs.

2. Explain what the Bible teaches
about tithing, and show children
how they can figure their own
tithe. Let them see you tithing
cheerfully.

3. Explain that we are the
managers, not the owners, of all
the resources God has placed in
our care. Model good
stewardship for them as your
family decides how to spend
money.

4. Explain how money is used when
it is given to the church. If you
have older children and teens,
discuss the church budget with
them.

5. Introduce your children to the
ministry personnel of your church
and to missionaries who visit in
your church and discuss how tithes
help them do God’s work.

6. Participate in ministry and
missions opportunities as a family
so your children can see their
tithes at work.

7. When God provides for your
family in unexpected ways in
times of crisis, call attention to His
faithfulness by having a special
time of prayer and thanksgiving.

By the way, these suggestions apply
to kids from 1 to 92, and they are all
good ideas for managing money. But,
don’t forget that the gifts of time and
talents are valuable ones too. Our
children are generally eager
volunteers of their time and talents, if
only given the chance to do so. Find
ways that your child can be of service
to Fairmount. Maybe there are jobs
around the church that you and your
child can do together. There’s no
better way to teach them than to lead
by example.

We need to teach our children that
God wants, and promises, to bless His
obedient followers. As it is written in
Luke 6:38: “Give, and it will be given
to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running
over, will be poured into your lap. For
the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.”

May you and your children have a
blessed holiday season. And as
always, praise God from whom all
blessings flow.

*from Keeper of House and Home, by
J. Greg Pope.
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WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER

Stay up to date with everything going on at
Fairmount. Our email newsletter is sent out each
Friday morning.

‘ }4- Not going o henere? Total Worship Average 1244

ey Br  Buy from our Amazon wishlist and ship to church! . .
; }f: Scan QR or visit: linktr.ee/fairmountchurch Bible School/ Studies Average 520

MANNA SUNDAYS
NOV. 2ND | DEC. 7TH

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED

fReal People DECEMBER 24™ - 26™ AND CLOSE AT
CHURCH OFFEICE

SCHEDULE NOON ON DECEMBER 31°".



http://www.fairmountchristian.org

