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“For God so loved the world, He gave …” This is the season for giving. As many of you know, for a number of years now, 

Fairmount has utilized the Christmas season to address the need for debt retirement, and to pay it off in a time frame that 

will not be a long-term burden to our congregation. The elders have a desire to retire our debt on the Worship Center in five 

years. We continue to feel it is imperative that we rid ourselves of this obligation as soon as is reasonable and practical. 

At their October meeting, the elders prayerfully approved a campaign goal of $350,000. The decision was made with con-

sideration of current financial pressures on families as a result of the added cost of living due to inflation. However, our God 

has never let us down. He has always touched hearts and has made a way for us to exceed our goal; it is a matter of faith. 

The elders and staff would ask that you give this matter serious prayerful consideration and follow the leading of the Holy 

Spirit as to an amount of your special Christmas offering. 

And, as charged in Scripture, we tithe a portion of the gifted amount to one of our Impact Partners to support them in their 

ministry. This year, our Impact Team has asked that we tithe a portion to Polish Christian Ministries. The churches and camps in 

Poland continue to care for Ukrainian war refugees by providing food, clothing, and shelter. Over 7 million Ukrainians have 

fled to Poland. Our tithe from this year’s Christmas campaign will be used by Polish Christian Ministries to assist the churches 

in Poland to continue caring for Ukrainian refugees during what could be a harsh winter. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. The elders and staff wish you and your family a very blessed Christmas season 

and ask that you will join them in considering a special holiday gift to support Fairmount’s ongoing mission and vision. 

Our campaign began on December 4, 2022 and will end on January 8, 2023. Please make your gift using one of the 

Christmas or green Onward envelopes available at church. Please memo your check “Onward Christmas”. You may also 

give through our website fairmountcc.org/giving/ or through Pushpay. If you choose to give through the transfer of stock or 

other investments, please contact R.W. McDowell or Veronica Brewster in Fairmount’s office at 804-559-8070. 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OCTOBER OFFERING 

 Actual Budget 

October General Fund $203,525 $260,907 

October Onward $18,854 $18,302 

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE  

In Person Average 871 

Online Average 295 

Total Worship Average 1165 

Bible School and Bible Study Average 555 

ELDER UPDATE 
When Chris Santasiere provided the elders and staff with feedback from ICOM, I was so excited to hear that a main focus of 

the conference was that the church must focus on “the essentials” and move on beyond the non-essentials. I was also blessed to 

listen to the closing session, a message by Rev. Shodankeu Johnson from Sierra Leon, W. Africa, who challenges the church to 

be in a season of regular prayer and fasting. “Prayer and fasting” was also the point of my September Forecaster article, 

based upon II Chronicles 20: 3-15. I pray that Rev. Johnson’s message is a confirmation that our Lord is telling us where to 

place our spiritual focus. 

Just imagine what the church could accomplish for the Lord if every member would commit themselves to prayer and fasting 

on a regular schedule. What this looks like is daily prayer and Bible reading, and monthly (or another schedule) fasting. I 

actually obeyed my own request, and on October 13th, I took that day to pray and fast. I had never done this before; it was 

a significant blessing! I was focused on God; I was focused on my walk all day, my Bible reading, and my encounters with 

others. My prayer time was more complete than usual, I felt that I was better able to communicate with God as my focus was 

more on Him than any of my needs.  

This winter I am reading Charles Spurgeon’s book(s), Prayer & Spiritual Warfare; and I need this book. Spurgeon says, “We 

find a powerful reason for expecting prayer to be effective in the fact that it is an institution of God. In His Word, we are 

over and over commanded to pray. God’s institutions are not folly. Can I believe that an infinitely wise God has ordained for 

me an exercise that is ineffective and is no more than child’s play? Does He tell me to pray, and yet, does prayer have no 

more of a result than if I whistled to the wind, or sang to a grove of trees? If there is no answer to prayer, prayer is a mon-

strous absurdity.” In other words, God/Jesus is either who He says He is, or He is the biggest fraud ever perpetrated upon 

mankind!  

Read these words, “I say unto you.” I-your Teacher, your Master, your Lord, your Savior, your God-I say unto you, “Ask, and 

it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” What more important reason is there 

than to drop to our knees and seek His will for us, and His church? More later! 

Your Servant, 

Jim Bland, Chairman of the Elders 

STILL TO COME THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON: 
 4 More performances of The Play That Goes Wrong (12/9 @ 7pm, 12/10 @ 3pm & 7pm, 12/11 @ 3pm) 

 Third Sunday of Advent, “Joy” (12/11) 

 Journey to Jesus (12/11 from 10:30am to 12:30pm) 

 FCYM Illuminate Christmas Light Tour (12/11 from 5:30-8:30pm) 

 Worship Choir Christmas Musical, Love Was Born a King (12/11 @ 6pm) 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent, “Love” (12/18) 

 Family Gingerbread House Decorating Party (12/18 from 4-6pm) 

 A Quiet Winter’s Night (12/18 @ 6pm) 

 Christmas Eve Services (3pm in the Sanctuary & 5pm in the Worship Center) 

 Christmas Day Services (9:30am and 11am) 

For full details, see the November 30th Forecaster at fairmountcc.org/news/ 

https://fairmountcc.org/news/
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COMING NEXT YEAR 

What’s next for the church and where do we go from here? 

What should be our priorities in this new era? How can we 

recapture momentum to fulfill our mission? Join us as Dr. Gary 

Johnson brings 40+ years of ministry experience to guide us 

into this next season of ministry. Our churches will be better 

for years to come! 

Saturday, January 21st from 9:00am — 2:30pm 

Register at fccsignups.info/E2 

There will also be time for questions and answers with Dr. 

Gary Johnson. 

Ladies, join Your Encouraging WPER and Encouragement Café for an encouragement-filled day of worship, speakers, and 

fun. January 28, 2023 9am – 3pm. Tickets are just $25 each. 

Featuring: Worship Artist and Speaker Natasha Owens, Your Encouraging WPER’s Midday Host and Speaker Theresa 

Mills, Speaker and Encourager Dawn Mast, AND Keynote Speaker, Dr. Alveda King. Wherever you are in life, this event is 

designed to encourage you, any age, any stage. Expect a day of spiritual refreshment, lots of laughter, encouragement, 

prayer and worship. 

Purchase tickets at fccsignups.info/women 

https://www.ticketweb.com/event/only-the-beginning-tour-with-fairmount-christian-church-tickets/12660455?pl=transparentprod&REFID=artist&edpPlParam=%3Fpl%3Dtransparentprod
https://fccsignups.info/E2
https://fccsignups.info/women
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FAIRMOUNT KIDS 
WWW.KIDSRHIS.NET 

Sunday, Dec. 11th 

10:15am-12:15pm: Elementary students will venture 
through Whoville to discover that the Grinch 
was right when he said, “Christmas doesn’t 

come from a store, maybe Christmas 
perhaps means a little bit more. “Christmas 

means a WHOLE lot more, it’s all about 
Jesus! 

 Plan to stay for the 2 hour event so you can visit every 
stop on the journey as we celebrate Jesus’ birthday!  

 
Don’t miss this fun Christmas celebration! 

Thanks to all the families who made gener-
ous donations for the three Mountain Mis-
sion School children that Children’s Ministry 

sponsored this Christmas. 

We exceeded our goal!  

Angel, Amen, and Everleigh will have a great Christmas be-
cause you helped!  

ASHLEY SEARS CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 

ASEARS@FAIRMOUNTCC.ORG | 804.306.8633 

AMBER GRUBBS EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR 

AGRUBBS@FAIRMOUNTCC.ORG | 804.310.8779 

Family Gingerbread House 
Decorating Party 

Sunday, December 18th 
4:00-6:00pm  

Pizza dinner, dessert, and a Gingerbread                
Decorating kit will be provided. Cost $2 
per person + $5 per kit. (Kit includes a Gingerbread 

house, icing, and candy pieces.) You may bring additional 
candy and icing if desired. You can also choose to have 
your house judged in categories including: Most Colorful, 

Most Creative, Most Festive, Silliest Looking, Neatest Look-
ing, or Most Candy Used.  

Sign up by Monday, December 12th at  
fccsignups.info/Gingerbread 

 

Winter Kickoff 
Sunday, January 8th 

5:30-7:30pm 
 

Bring the whole family to Ashland Skateland  
and invite your friends!  

Admission is a canned good to benefit MCEF. 
Skate rental: $4 

 Hot dog, chips, and drink meal: $2 

Christmas Day Worship Info 
To honor our Children’s Ministry Volunteers on Christmas 

Sunday, Children 4 and older will worship with families. Be 
on the lookout for some fun family elements in our services! 

 

9:30 Service: Sanctuary  
11:00 Service: Worship Center 

 

Nursery will be available for children 3 and younger. 
  Bypass Check-In and head straight to the nursery. 

https://fccsignups.info/Gingerbread
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FAIRMOUNT CHURCH YOUTH MINISTRY 
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
8:00am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 10:15am* Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

Adult & Children’s Bible School Classes 

9:00am* Contemporary Worship in the Worship Center 
Adult Bible School Classes 
Children’s Worship 

11:15am* Modern Worship in the Worship Center 
Children’s Worship 

10:00am 6-12th Grade FCYM community  *Worship service live-streamed at fairmountcc.org 

Christmas Sunday Services 
Christmas Day this year is also a Sunday. We are offering two 
services Sunday morning: 9:30am in the Sanctuary and 11am in 
the Worship Center. A nursery for children 3 and under is provided; 
older children and teens worship with their families. Please ask your 
Bible School teacher if and when you are meeting on Christmas 

morning. 

http://www.fairmountchristian.org
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