
Romans 8 says that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him.  I, like all of us, have spent many an 
hour wondering what good will come out of the pandemic.  Some things have come to mind:  more connection with 
neighbors, the church being more of the church in the community, churches focusing on the most important aspects of 
church life.  These are a few of the positives that emerged from our long, worldwide heartbreak.  

Another positive change that came about during the pandemic was the Sunday morning schedule that we have been 
following since June of last year.  That schedule (worship services at 8:00, 9:00, 10:15 and 11:15) has proven to be 
one of those “good things” that Paul refers to in Romans.  

Our service times have changed regularly over Fairmount’s 100+ years to accommodate new ministries and new 
worship opportunities.  This current change falls in that long line of adaptability that the Fairmount family is famous 
for.  Many folks have asked, “When are we going back to our former schedule?”  The answer is that we are going 
to maintain our current schedule for the foreseeable future.  I wanted to share with you some of the reasons for that.  

1.  Our current worship service schedule allows for one preacher to preach to each group of congregants.  This   
 means that everyone hears the same sermon each week.  When families/friends discuss the day’s message, all 
	 are	reflecting	on	the	same	one.		
2.  Related to that, having one preacher each week allows our other preachers to focus on their areas of specialty, 
 rather than also having to prepare a sermon as they were doing prepandemic.  Having two preachers   
	 preaching	the	same	outline	each	week	was	redundant.		This	schedule	is	more	efficient	for	our	staff.
3.  Having two worship services back-to-back in the Worship Center – as we were doing prepandemic – did not 
 allow for the effective changeover of instrumentalists and equipment.  Things were rushed and were often 
 not ready when the 11:15 service began.  This schedule allows almost a full hour between those services.  
4.  This current schedule better accommodates our online platform, having no services running concurrently.  
5.  Practically speaking, when we recruited volunteers for the fall – Children’s Ministry, Teen Ministry, First   
 Impressions, etc. – we recruited with the pandemic schedule in mind, not knowing when restrictions were going 
 to be lifted.  This schedule works for our most recent crop of volunteer recruits.
6.  Our current schedule allows us to create additional Bible School classes.  For instance, the 11:00 hour has 
 become a prime time for new or additional classes.  
7.  One of the unexpected positives that we have experienced has been in the ability of folks to participate in 
 more ways on Sunday mornings.  People can worship, participate in Bible School, AND volunteer within a three 
 hour block of time.  To do this under our prior schedule came to almost four hours.  

Is this current worship service lineup perfect?  By no means.  Some services are shorter for sure.  But, even that has 
allowed us to focus on the elements of worship that matter the most.  

Personally,	 I	am	deeply	appreciative	of	everyone’s	flexibility.	 	Change	 is	never	easy.	 	But	 changes	 that	 result	 in	
improvements – even unexpected improvements – are a blessing from a God who can take any circumstance and 
move His Kingdom forward.  

Whichever worship service you call “home”, I look forward to worshipping with you!
- Rick
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FRESH HOPE FOR MENTAL HEALTH
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAVE THE DATE
NOVEMBER 18-21, 2021

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MISSIONS

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT GROUP

for Mental Health

TUESDAYS AT 7PM

contact: freshhope@fairmountcc.org 

The Fresh Hope ministry was started at Fairmount Christian Church over 3 years ago.  The purpose of the 
ministry is to offer hope to those struggling with a mental health diagnosis and/or their loved ones.  In three 
years,	over	100	people	have	benefitted	from	our	meetings.		We	meet	weekly,	Tuesday nights at 7PM and 
continued to meet virtually during the pandemic.  We are now meeting in person again but are seeking 
some additional facilitators to help with the group.  
Online training for new facilitators is being offered starting next month from August12 - September 23.  
Trainings are each Thursday from 7PM to 8:30PM and last 7 weeks.  Sandy and I would be happy to talk 
to anyone who might like to join us as a facilitator in this important ministry.  (Sandy’s email slthomasrn1@
gmail.com or 804-347-9449. Charlie’s email jhawk4docs@gmail.com or 804-461-1686.)
In addition, Fresh Hope is offering two other free webinars this month.  Mental Health and the Church is 
offered July 22 at 7PM and Mental Health First Aid on July 29 at 7PM.  These are targeted to churches 
that may not have a mental health ministry but are interested in more information.  Please visit: 

 https://fccsignups.info/Freshhope
We ask for your prayers for this ministry and that others would consider joining us as a facilitator.  Please 
share with friends in other churches who may be seeking mental health resources for their congregation.  

-Charlie & Sandy Thomas

TICKETS GO ON SALE ON JULY 25!



Hello Fairmount Friends! Thank you for the prayers, phone calls and healing thoughts during my recovery 
from surgery. God bless you all! -Yvonne Hollingsworth

Sympathy to Roger Burcham and family at the passing of his father Charles Lee Burcham on 6/22/21

Sympathy to Ginny Landes and family at the passing of her mother in law Mereta Landes on 6/27/21

Sympathy to LaJune Brown and family at the passing of her brother Joe Stephens on 6/29/21

Sympathy to Paul Harris and family at the passing of his sister Nancy Claytor on 6/30/21

Sympathy to Stephanie Anderson and family at the passing of her mother Katie Snead on 7/2/21

Sympathy to Chuck Rogers and family at the passing of his father Donald Rogers on 7/8/21
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YOUR CHURCH FAMILY
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ATTENDANCE & GIVING
       7/4      7/11        7/18

8:00 Traditional:     
9:00 Contemporary:    
 Online Views:    
10:15 Traditional:    
 Online Views:    
11:15 Modern:    
 Children’s Worship:   
 Online Views:    
TOTAL:      
 Bible School:    

Budget Requirements:  
Budget Receipts:   

90
213
99

131
46

185
59
33

856
329

$49,127 
$54,171

85
263
88

121
44

222
75
30

928
351

$49,127 
$39,088

98
232
64

114
38

216
78
26

866
370

$49,127 
$37,025

A BIG thank you to Ray and Donna Butler for 
another fantastic job with this year’s Adult VBS. 
With over 30 adults in attendance, lessons were 
provided each day on the armor of God. The 
morning always started with fun facts provided by 
Donna on the different parts of God’s Armor, then 
Ray elaborated on timely truths and passionate 
reminders of being totally prepared as a soldier 

of Jesus Christ. Music was provided each day by Jehovah Shalom Acapella group from Kampala, Uganda, 
and	a	daily	offering	was	taken	to	benefit	the	ministry	of	Mountain	Mission	School.

Join us for great food, fellowship, and family fun Sunday, 
August 8, 2021 6-8pm. Come out and cheer for your favorite 
team! Help us plan for food by completing the form online at: 
fairmountcc.org	or	calling	the	church	office:	(804)	559-8070.	
If you plan on purchasing a meal, bring cash. Adult Plate $10 
(BBQ, mac & cheese, sweet corn, drink) and Kids Plate $5 
(Hotdog, chips, drink). Ice cream will also be available for 
purchase from the Ice Cream Truck!
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8:00 – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
9:00* – Contemporary Worship in the Worship Center 

Adult Bible School Class Offerings 
10:00 - FCYM CONNECTion; Adult Bible School

 

10:15* – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
Adult & Children’s Bible School Class Offerings 
11:15* – Modern Worship in the Worship Center 

Child Care & Children’s Worship Program 
* Worship service live-streamed at fairmountcc.org. 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP LINEUP
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 788
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111

PHONE (804) 559-8070
FAX (804) 559-8072

WWW.FAIRMOUNTCC.ORG
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Goal – 2,000 pounds
Collected – 2,475 pounds!!

Thank you to everyone that donated!

JULY MANNA SUNDAY RESULTS



CHILDREN’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 RECAP 
2021 might have looked slightly different from normal, but at Fairmount 
VBS we always enjoy lessons from God’s Word and have lots of fun! Evening 
VBS was for 3 year olds - Middle schoolers. We averaged over 300 people 
each day!
Kids learned to gear up for battle by putting on the Armor of God! The 
evenings were filled with lessons, crafts, snack, worship, memorizing God’s 
Word and a game night for elementary. 

We ended each night with a friendly pie competition between the boys and girls to see who could bring the most mission 
money each night. Mountain Mission School was the recipient of the missions offering. This year we raised $10,000!!! 
VBS culminated with a closing program and family fun night that included inflatables, a petting zoo, 9 square, the ice 
cream truck and snow cones! Thanks to all the volunteers who helped make VBS possible!

VOLUNTEER DINNER Catered by Tommy Norwood 
Wednesday, August 18, 6-8:30pm, Family Life Center 
All current, new, and retiring Children’s Ministry volunteers are 
invited to enjoy dinner, hear what new things will be happening 
in CM, and begin training in your ministry area. 

RSVP using the QR Code



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL RECAP

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY
Come for Bible study, fellowship, & fun!
WHEN: Sunday Mornings from 10-11 
WHERE: in the Gym and Exit 34A

Sunday Night CONNECTion is on Summer Break! 
Check for special events throughout the summer!

Our teens strengthened their armor with inspiring speakers and exciting activities including laser tag, 
swimming, boot camp games, and color wars.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Our middle and high school students are 
a vital part of our church community. 
Sunday morning small group leaders, 
Sunday night activity chaperones, and 
snack helpers are needed. To volunteer, 
contact kbarnes@fairmountcc.org.


