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MARJORIE TUCKER’S

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
Sunday, May 23rd
3:00 - 5:00pm
Family Life Center

Special Time of Recognition at 4pm
Below is a testimonial written by Marjorie in 2001. Enjoy reading of her 100-year journey of faith.
I am a farmer’s daughter, and our home is built on the far side of this farm. I was born into a Christian home the second
girl in a family of five. My earliest memory is of age 5. I guess because so much happened that summer. I remember my
fifth birthday party in May with young friends and family, especially homemade ice cream in the hand crank freezer in the
back yard. Two weeks later, my little sister was born, she was very dear to me, and at the same time my great aunt Mary
West — now a widow with no children — came to live with us — she was a blessing. Also, this same time Daddy bought
our first automobile. We already had a truck, a first in importance for a farmer. This was 1926.
Our family was always in Sunday School, worship services, youth group and any church activity we could be involved in.
I remember my Daddy as Sunday School superintendent and singing in the choir. My mother was always active in Circle
and mission groups. (This was Oak Hall Baptist) When I was 7 or 8, we changed churches and became affiliated with a
neighborhood church — Walnut Grove Baptist. I remember my first Sunday School teacher at Walnut Grove, but it was
the second one when I was in the Junior Department who made a lasting impression. It was while in her class that I was
baptized and became a Christian. I was 12, a few friends were baptized the same time, but my reaction was so deep —
I was tearful and fully believed receiving the Holy Spirit. This teacher, Mrs. Beadus, taught us about tithing at this early
age explaining it this way: “If you’re given a nickel, put aside one penny for the Lord, then the next nickel is all yours.” I’m
sure you can’t identify with learning about such small sums. But I learned, remembered and have never departed from this
discipline, even during the war when my first monthly checks were $50. Somehow the 9/10ths left is always enough.
Also in the early years of Sunday School, we experienced and practiced the “six point record system.” Three of these
points are daily Bible reading, daily prayer and memory work. This also is a discipline carried into adulthood, marriage
and even today. I feel it has been a very important part of my life and very meaningful in my Christian walk.
After a few months of work in the outside world as a beautician, I married a Christian young man, Harry Tucker, whom I
had met when I was 13. And at that early age, I knew he was the one I wanted. I carried the torch pretty quietly for two
years — with a first date arranged by my sister’s boyfriend, whom I had told of my feelings for this young man. I have to
believe God knew whom I wanted. Soon after our marriage, I became a member of Fairmount Christian Church. I no longer
worked after marriage, few people did at that time. After two years of marriage, living in an apartment, we bought our
first home two months before Stanley, our first child, was born. The time is now 1942.
WWII is pretty heavy and we felt pretty certain married men would be called into service. On April 20, 1943, my husband
was inducted into the Air Force of the Army. Stanley was now less than five months old. Financially, I could not afford to stay

in our home and none of the family wanted me to. We rented our home to others and Stanley and I moved to my home of
19 years where I was born and raised. In that home was a loving mother, father, grandmother, my young sister (16) and
little brother (10). My brother, Joe, close to me (only 17 months younger) was already away in the service. I was wanted,
loved and never felt in their way. They loved having us — but I was lonely. I again became active in Walnut Grove Baptist
Church where Stanley and I attended with my family.
I always believed it was a special comfort to have Stanley — but knowing always — he and his father were missing so
much they could never regain. I tried very hard to bridge the gap for each of them. I wrote daily and told his father all
I could of his development. I know I succeeded to some extent — have heard Bub tell friends of things Stanley did when
he was little — at the time he was away. He was away almost two years that we did not see him. First in India and then
in Taiwan serving ground crew for B-29. My faith remained strong and I always expected him to return but prayed daily
for this as well as for his safety.
After the war ended, I had one month notice of his expected return in late October of 1945. I was able to have the renters
move, painting, house cleaning and moving accomplished the day before his return. We went to Broad Street Station to
meet him and at the station, full of troops, Stanley (less than 3) saw his daddy and called out to him before any of the
family did. Time moves quickly now and in 18 months, a little girl was born into our family. Now we felt our family complete.
Again when JoAnne was 2 months, we moved into a new home in Lakeside. But still went to Fairmount even in gas rationing.
In 1948, a fatal tragedy entered our family. My young sister, age 22, was diagnosed with acute leukemia. She returned
from her honeymoon on the third day, ill, and soon after the diagnosis. She lived only 8 months with never a well day. On
June 21st of 1949, she died. Even though this was a very devastating blow, she had suffered so much, I felt at peace. I
knew she would be saved. Since that time, I have lost Father and Mother and just four years ago, my brother Joe, close
to me in age and my next door neighbor for more than 40 years, my friend, who would do anything for me. I have really
missed him. It was my love for my children that kept me in this home for 25 years, But when Stanley entered medical school
in Charlottesville and JoAnne entered Longwood College in Farmville, I had to get away from the empty nest.
In November, I began my first office job with very limited skills but a strong desire and determination to succeed. After
three full time jobs and one part time, I retired at age 78. Through the years, I continued to teach in Bible School, VBS
and lead youth groups and serve on the missionary committee and in other ways. About 18 years ago, it was my joy to be
asked to work in the church nursery where I have been since Bible School hour. I know there is little influence we can have
on the babies but to love them. But I have felt and been told after how much young parents appreciate us. And now this is
my joy and I’m the one who receives the indwelling of the Spirit in this small service.
Before closing, I need to tell you two other things that have been a strong influence in my life. One I learned from my
mother before I could understand her words, she always added to her plans, “nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.”
I firmly believe this and its awareness helps in times when the answer to prayer does not come quickly. Also, early in my
young married life I encountered in Scripture the small verse that says “Pray without ceasing.” This was very hard for me
to understand and know how to put into practice. For me it became the free realization that I can talk to God at anytime
and he is always there for me — an ever present companion. For me, this is very important to be aware of his presence
at all times, in all situations. I know I have led a very sheltered life and have been blessed beyond measure with a loving
Christian husband and family of children and grandchildren — all baptized believers. And two little great grandchildren
already being taught The Way. What a joy!

Since this testimony was written, of course much has happened in Marjorie’s life. In 2004 her
beloved “Bub”, Harry Tucker, passed away at the age of 88. She has 6 grandchildren and her brood
of great grandchildren has grown to 15. She is in worship services and Bible School every week,
and prior to the pandemic was a fixture in the nursery rocking babies as she has done for decades.
As Proverbs 31 asks, “Who can find a virtuous woman?” We certainly found one!
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ross
American Red C
Friday, July 2

10:00-3:00 in the gym
register online: fccsignups.info/GiveBlood

ATTENDANCE & GIVING
				 5/9		

5/16

80
Traditional:					
224
Contemporary:				
104
Online Views:				
140
10:15 Traditional:				
52
Online Views:				
270
11:15 Modern:				
60
Children’s Worship:			
38
Online Views:				
968
TOTAL:						
301
Bible School:				
8:00
9:00

SUNDAY, JUNE 6th

fccsignups.info/gradsunday
Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm
Meeting IN PERSON
for mental health

A peer-led, confidential support group
for those with a mental health diagnosis
and their loved ones. To receive more
information/directions, please email:

freshhope@fairmountcc.org

Budget Requirements:		$49,127
$42,625
Budget Receipts:		

82
260
102
123
55
207
65
50
944
325

$49,127
$36,060

YOUR CHURCH FAMILY
Georgie Pasker would like to thank you for all of the prayers, thoughts, concerns, lovely cards and many
kindnesses extended during her beloved husband’s, Leonard Pasker, illness and recent death.
Georgie and all of the family are especially grateful to everyone who assisted with his Memorial Service
and the delicious reception following the service. May God bless all of you and shine His light upon you.
Sympathy to Mark Baldwin and family at the passing of his father, Rev. Howard Allen Baldwin, Jr. on
Saturday, May 15, 2021
Sympathy to the family and friends of Vernon Sykes III, who passed away on Thursday, May 6, 2021
The Helping Hands Ministry asks you to remember these JUNE BIRTHDAYS: Shirley Armistead (6-2),
Wayne Handy (6-6), Dollie Barger (6-6), June Thorpe (6-6), Helen Stanley (6-8), Virgil Carter (6-8), Fred
Ryan (6-9), Warde Abernathy (6-10), David Epps (6-23), Lorraine Epps (6-23), Norma Fisher (6-30)
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SERMON SERIES

VBS JUNE 20-24
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP LINEUP
8:00 – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00* – Contemporary Worship in the Worship Center
Adult Bible School Class Offerings
10:00 - FCYM CONNECTion; Adult Bible School

10:15* – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
Adult & Children’s Bible School Class Offerings
11:15* – Modern Worship in the Worship Center
Child Care & Children’s Worship Program

* Worship service live-streamed at fairmountcc.org.
We are practicing social distancing and following the governor’s mask mandate. Please bring and wear your mask or pick one up near either entrance.

Register each week for Worship and Bible School at fccsignups.info/Worship.
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