
There is nothing minor about the minor prophets. 

Jonah is the best known of the minor prophets. 

Jonah’s story has a unique twist: He is angry with God over God’s compassion 
on sinful people.  Jonah 4:1-11 
1But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord is this not what I said when I 
was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3Now, O Lord, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4But the Lord replied, “Have you any right to be angry?” 5Jonah went 
out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see 
what would happen to the city. 6Then the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade 
for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7But at dawn the next day God 
provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east 
wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for 
me to die than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?” “I do,” he said. “I 
am angry enough to die.” 10But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it 
or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11But Ninevah has more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned 

about that great city?” 

Three parables of Jesus describe Jonah’s attitude: 

I. Jonah is like the unmerciful servant.  (Matthew 18:21-35) 
32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours 
because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’” 
Matthew 18:32-33 

 Unlike Jonah, let’s show the same mercy we have received from God to others. 

II. Jonah is like the dayworkers in the vineyard.  (Matthew 20:1-16) 
9“The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10So when those 
came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each of them also received a denarius. 11When 

they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.”  Matthew 20:9-11 

 Unlike Jonah, let’s be thankful for the “unfairness” of God.  

III. Jonah is like the older brother. (Luke 15:11-32) 
25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So 
he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and 
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28The older brother became 

angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.”  Luke 15:25-28 

 Unlike Jonah, let’s celebrate when someone receives God’s salvation. 

“But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God,  

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”  Psalm 86:15 
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